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The Right HoNotTRABte, 

GEORGE DRUMMOND, 

Lord Provost of Edinburgh 
My Lord, 

T H E well known humanity of your dif- 
pofition, eneourapes me to offer tiie fol- 
lowinglketchofthe wa'rin N. Americatoyour 
Lordlhip's protedion. Yoiirardentzealforthe 
public good, and for the liiccefs of his Maje- 
ffy’s arms in this juft and neceffary war, gives 
me room to hope that you will not efteem be¬ 
low your notice, the labours of one, who, 
in the early tieriod of the war, contributed' 
his poor enucavours for the fervice of his 
country, at the rilk of his life. The oppor¬ 
tunities he then had of difeovering lome of 
the fecret fprings by which the efforts of the 
Britiffi arms were baffled in the beginning, 
joined to the knowledge he has, to his woe¬ 
ful experience, of the favage dilpofitions of 
the native Indians, among whom he had the 
misfortune to be for fomc time a captive, 
prompted him to the publication of the 
following Ilieets. He has ventured to alfert 
nothing but what he knows to be faa. He has 
neither blamed nor applauded men nor nica- 
liircs without a voucher. He has reprelent- 
ed matters as they truly were, and placed our 
mifearriages to the account of thole towhom 
^h^jiroperly belong.—-He now rejoices at 
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siiJvanced the Britilh arms to the utmcfft pi- 
nacle of glory, and brought our perfidious 
enemy to the brink of dcllru^tion ; he 
therefore endeavoured to point out fome oi 
the many advantages that ihay accrue to the 
Mother-country, oy retaining, in the .evept 
of a future peace, all or mod of her late 
c^nquefts in the New Worlds which ihe has 
acquired at the expence of fo much blood 
andtreafure. 

. The exalted fphere in which, your Lord- 
fhip afls, and your unwearied application ia 
the difeharge of all the duties of your func-. 
tion as a chief magiftrate, in regulating the 
internal and external policy of this the me: 
tropolis of Scotland, in adding a ludre to it 
unknown to former times, by public edifices 
and ornaments, fo as to excite the curiofity 
of drangers, and invite the reddence of our 
native nobility, will tranfmit your name to 
poderity, as fo many monuments of your 
public fpirit. May. I therefore hope that 
your Lordihip wilflook with a favourable 
eye on this fmall performance, and confidef 
it, at lead as having a tendency to public uti¬ 
lity, which is rpy foie aim, and in thatyieyf 
to take it under your patronage, which is the 
utmod ambition of. 

My Lord', 

i'our Lordjhlp^s mojl humble^ 
Feb. 8'. and mofl devoted Servant. 
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BRIEF ACCOUNT 


OF THE 

War in A*. ^MERIC^4. 


B efore the treaty of Utrecht, it was 
agreed by all authors, whether Englirti or 
French, that Lake Iroquois, by the French 
I eallctl Lake Champlain, Lake Cadaraqui or Onta¬ 
rio, and Lake Eric, with the country adjacent, 

' was the countiy of the Iroquois or Indians of the 
five nations . andfince that treaty, the Iroquois have 
conquered moft of the other tribes between them 
and the river Miflillipi, and therefore thefc lands 
by right of conqueft belong to the Iroquois. By the 
treaty of Utrecht thj; Iroquois and their country 
are acknowledged .to be under the dominion of (L 
, Britain. 

After the faid treaty of Utrecht, the French in- 
croached on this country of the Iroquois, and built 
fcvcral fortrelTes in it, one between the Lakes of 
Erie and Ontario, on the cart of the great Falls of 
Niagara, to command the Indians that Hiould pafs 
by the fouth-Iide of the Lake; another at the well 
end of Lake Eiie ; and a third very Hi ong one at the 
A for.th-eud 
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r.HU’.i-cnJ of Lake Iroc]iior, called Crown Point, 
which commands the Lake, fei ves for a barrier to 
Montreal, and as a magazine and rendezvous, when¬ 
ever the French or their Indians make any incurfi- 
ons into the colony of New-Yoi k, or the weftern 
frontiers, of the Malfachufcps bay and new Hamp- 
Piire. It is diftant about 120 miles from Albany, 
all water-carriage except a fmall carrying - place, 
and 86 miles from the nearcll part of Conncfticut 
river. They have fettled a confideiablc village on 
both Tides of the river Chaudicrc, and have built a 
fort at a carrying-place about 20 leagues up the 
1 iver, whence the whole force ol Canada may in a 
few days be poured into the caOern parts of the 
colony of Maflachufet’s bay, the great nurfciy for 
inafls, yards, and how-fpi its for cur navy. 

Since the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, and in time of 
profound peace, they crefteda fort near bay Verte 
in Nova-Scotia, whence they had a communicati¬ 
on by water with Louilburg and Canada, and o- 
ther French feUlcments. They creeled another 
very (Irong fort called Beaufejour on the Ifthmus 
of the Pcninfula, on which they mounted 26 can¬ 
non, to command the bafon and harbour of Chig- 
neftoor Bobaflin, and is much within cannon-fliot 
of an inferior fort built by us on the other lide of 
the bafon. They feized St. John^s river, and erec¬ 
ted two forts there *, They ingroITed the whole 
fur-trade of that river to thcmfelvcs, which before 
the late peace was ours ; they cre< 5 fed many more 
.fortreffes in the country of the Iroquois, one on 
the north-fide of the Lake Ontario, called fort 
Frontenac, oppofitc to the Fnglifh foit of Ofwcgo, 

♦ They have fince been dlfpofelfed of thefe forts, and 
of the fcttlements round ^ibout them, the inhabitants of 
wlilch are incorporated with the Englilh in the more 
Southerly colonics,having rcfuled to Iwcar allegiance to 
his Majefty. 


to 
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to prevent the Indians from palTing the north-flJc 
of the Lake to Ofwego. They built a (h ong flonc 
trading-houfe between the Lakes Eiic and Onta¬ 
rio, weft of the falls of Niagara, to prevent their 
coming to Ofwego on the fouth-fidc- 

In the 1753, triarched a large armed force 
from Montreal into the country of the Iroquois, 
altho^ forbidden by the Indians by three feveral 
melfages, and threatened to deftroy all that IhouLl 
oppofe them. 

Here it may not be improper to give the reader 
a fliort defeription of the Indians in friendfliip with 
us, who by the public papers go indifciiminately 
nwder the name of Mohawks, viz. • i. 1 he Iro¬ 
quois, commouly called the Mohawks ; 2. tlic 
Oneiadacs; 3. the Onondagues ; 4. the Cayugacs; 
and 5. the Senekeas. In all accounts, they arc 
commonly called the fix nations of the New York 
friendly Indians; the Tufeararoes, ftragglersfrom 
the old Tufeararoes of North Carolina, arc lately 

reckoned as the ftxth.-I fhall here reckon them 

as I have been informed they were formerly, i. 
I'he Mohawks ; they live upon the Mohawk’s or 
Shcneiftady river, and head, or lie north of New 
York, Penfylvania, Maryland, and fomc part of 
Virginia; having a caftle or village, weftward from 
Albany forty- miles, and another fixty-fivc miles 
weft, and make about 160 fenfiblc men. 2. The O- 
nciadacs arc about eighty miles from the Mohawks 
lecond village, confifting of near 200 fighting men. 

3. the Onondagues, about 25 miles further, ( the 
famous Ofwego trading-place, on the Lake Onta- 
lio, is in their country) confift of about 250 men. 

4. The Cayugaes, about 70 miles further, of a- 
bout 130 men. And, 5. The Senekeas, who 
reach a gieat w'ay down the river Sufquehanr?, 
conllft of about 700 marching fighting men : So 
that the fighting men of the five or fix nations c f 

A 2 Mohawks 
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]\Ioha\vks, may be reckoned at 1500 men, and ex¬ 
tend from Albany, well 40O miles, lying in about 
30 tiibes or governments. Bcfidcs thefe, there is 
lettled above Montreal, which lies N*K. of Ofwe- 
go, a tribe of fconndrcl run*aways from the Mo^ 
hawks ; they are called Kohnuages, confiding of 
about eighty men. 

The fame year, viz, 1754, the French built 
two forts, one upon a river that empties iifelfinto 
the Lake Erie, the other at the didance of 15' 
miles, on the river la Beuf, which falls into the 
Ohio. 

Early the next year, they feized a fmall Englidv 
forr,garrifoned by Virginians on the forksoftheMo- 
nongahela, lower down the river Ohio (which the 
French called Fort du Quefne), with a view to pof- 
fefs themfelves of that river*. 

Soon after this feizure, a body of 1100 French 
and Indians attacked Major Wadiington, command- 
' er of the Virginia forces, who had then w'ith him 
only 300 men, and obliged him to furrender upon 
articles of capitulation, altho’, in the year 1744, 
the Virginians purchafed thefe very lands of the In¬ 
dians for a valuable confideration. 

Since that time they built 15 more forts upon 
different branches of the Ohio. Whoever will 
compare the French incroachments with the map 
of the country, w'ill fee that they have fortified all 
• the mod important places upon the lakes and ri- 
^ vers on the back of our fouthern colonics, by which 
I the intercourfe between the Indians and the Fng- 
I li(h could be carried on. And their fcheme evi- 
dently appears to be, that when they had fufficient- 

* This is one of the fined countries in America, of a 
fertile foil, almod clclfitute of inhabitants, iho’exceeding 
V all the European doaiiiiions of Britain, France and Spain, 
5 ui extent and £oo.l lands. 

1 ly 



ly fortified ihemfelves in thefc, then tl.cy would 
have obliged the natives to trade folcly with them. 
Add to this, that the vigour and refolution of the 
French in fortifying themfelves, few as their inha¬ 
bitants then were, at fuch a difiance from their 
country ot Canada, gave the Indians a high opini¬ 
on oI their courage. Whereas the tame behavi¬ 
our of the Englifii, in looking quietly on, while their 
interefi was lb deeply concerned, their colonies fo 
many and their inhabitants (b numerous, produced 
in them a quite contrary effe(fi-. They looked on 
the Englifii as dafiardly cowards, on the French as 
brave men, and fit to be relied on for protection. 

By the treaty of Utrecht, confirmed by that of 
Aix la Chapelle, it is exprelsly fiipulated, that the 
French fliould have liberty of trading into the 
country of the Indians, in fiiendfhip with the 
l.nglirti; and that the Englifii Ihould have the fame 
libeity with refpeCt to the Indians, in fiiendfhip 
with the French ; notwithftanding of which, they 
plundered and murdered many of our people in 
the country of the Iroquois, and publicly declared 
they would make prifoners of all that they fhould 
find trading there for the future, and confifeate 
their effeCfs. By thefe menaces the Englilh traders 
have been deterred even in time of peace, from 
pafiing into the country of the friendly Indians, 
altho^ before thefe hofiilitics, more than 300 tra¬ 
ders went yearly from the fmall colony of Benl}!- 
vania. 

Bcfides thefe open hdfiilities, the French have 
been continually making ul'e of every art that hu- 
n.an policy could fuggefi, to (educe the Indians 
from their alliance with the Engliih. 1 he molt 
artful of their mifiionaiies were difperfed among 
them, their lowcfi people were cncouiaged to in¬ 
termarry with them, their religion made i I'e of 
to inlpire them with the utmofi abhoircnce of 
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the Englifli, and ihcir priefts inforce the do<n:rine 
of keeping no faith with Heritics, with too much 
fuccels*. 

Some differences which happened betwixt our 
traders and the friendly Indians^ fervedto heighten 

Tlie Jefuits and priefts have not been idle in the fer- 
vice of their the Devil and his moft Chriflian 

Majtrty.—They have inftilled into the Indians^ inoft de- 
tcflable principles of religion.—They make them believe, 
that the Englifh killed the Son of God, who came into 
the world to fave all mankind, and deftroy all evil fpirits 
that now trouble them ; and that if the Enghfli were all 
killed, the Son of the Good Man, who is God, would 
come again and banifh evil fpirits from their lands, and 
then they would have nothing to fear or difturb ll.cirN 
Cajoled by thei'e diabolical infinuations of the French 
jeluits, the Indians, whom the French have fetluced to 
their intereft, have from that lime endeavoured to maf- 
lacre all the Englifh, in order that the Son of God 
might come again on the earth, and rnl them from their 
flavin^ fears and terrible apprchenfions, by exterminating 
the objckSls thereof. 

The Indians upon all occafions, who are under the do¬ 
minion of the priefts, are liable to be excited to a 61 s of 
hoftility againft the Englifh., even in time of profound 
peace. The war between the Indians and (olonics of 
MifrachufTet^s Bay and New-Hampfhire in 1723, and 
their late depredations in Nova Scotia, in wl.ich they 
were even fupported and fecomled by the French, are 
melancholly inflanccs of this truth; and the numbcrlefs 
;uk1 unheard of crudities they daily commit on our back 
fl ttlcmcnts, too plainly difeover the fource from whence 
tliefc calamities are derived. — The French not only ex¬ 
cited the Indians to n 5 Is of hoflility, but rewardetl them 
likeuric, by purchaGng the piifoners they made at a high 
price, and itififtcd before their relcale on an exorbitant 
raiilo n. Their pretence was that of refeuing the poor 
Englifli prifoners from tl.e cruellies of the favages ; but 
their real motive, was, that of encouraging the natives by 
making it more profitable to hunt the Englifli, than to 
bunt then* prey. 

the 
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the fuccefs of the French in the rediKftion of thr 
Indians in our intcrcfl ; for the Delaware Indians 
having, by this time, become acquainted with the 
nature ot our commerce, poifibly by means of the 
french, they detefted the roguery of fomc of the 
traders; whereupon they lodged many grievous 
complaints to Col. W'cifcr, the interpreter between 
them and the English, of the injurious and frau¬ 
dulent ufage they had received fur feveral years 
backwards, from the Englifh, who had cheated 
them out of their lliins and furs, not giving one 
quarter of their value for them. They likewilc 
icmonllraied, that whereas hunting was the chief 
way or art they ever had to earn a livliehood by, 
game was now become very fcaicc, bccaufe the 
whites praftifed it fo much on their ground. CoL 
Weiler, their interpreter advifed them to bring 
clown their Ikins and furs to Philadelphia them- 
felves, promiling that he would take proper care to 
fee their goods fold to advantage. VVhereupon 
they did fo, in purfuance of his inflrudtions, and 
finding it their intercfl, rcfolvcd to continue in the 
way he had chalked out for them; for now they 
were fupplied with every thing they wanted from 
the merchant's (hops at the cheapefl: rates. And 
thus it plainly appeared to the Indians that they 
had been long impofed on by the traders, and 
therefore they were determined to have no more 
dealings with them. This conduff and Ihyncfs 
of the Indians was very diiagrceable to levcral 
gentlemen of the province, who \scre nearly in- 
terefted in that Ipccics of commerce. 

In the years i 753 ancf 1754, fome of the traders 
had the alfurance to renew their fiiendlhip with 
them, when, inllcad of remitting them cloaihs and 
other necclfaries, as had been ulual and were more 
proper for them, they, with inlidicus promiles of 
doing them juflice for the future, carried them 
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large quantities of rum in fmall cafks, which they 
knew the natives were fond of, under colour ot 
giving it them gratis. In this manner were the 
Indians inveigled to renew their commerce with 
the traders, who, while they were intoxicated with 
the liquor they had given them, took the oppor¬ 
tunity of §uing off with their Ikins and furs i but 
the natives recovering from the debauch, were fo 
infpired with revenge againft the traders, that they 
killed a great many of them, and went direflly 
over to the French, who had been courting their 
fricndfhip for years before. - "I hus,- by the vil¬ 
lainy of a few traders, w'e not only loll a very va¬ 
luable trade, but from this fource fprung all the 
miferies and calamities, .which our back (cttle- 
ments have futTered by the depredations and un¬ 
heard of cruelties of the Indians, w hofe tempers, 
w hen cxalperated with refentment, are more fa- 
vage than hungry lions, inftigated further by the 
more'barbarous lubje(fts of his Moft Chiiltian Ma- 
jclly, who encouraged them to kill and dcilroy all 
the FngHni they fliould meet with, and to fpare 
neither man, woman, nor child. And as a fur¬ 
ther inducement to commit thofc moft favage 
cruellies, the French give them a rcw'ard of 15 /. 
Sterling for every fcalp the Indians bring them. 

The Indians met with prodigious iuccefs in 
all their attempts to plunder and depopulate a na* 
ked and unrcfilFing pro\ince. And linding no rub 
in their w'ay to retard their progrefs, and ftill 
fired with revenge, and the hopes ot Ipoil, thoy 
proceeded with a moft determined refolution to 
ravage the whole country, and utterly to deftroy 
the Fnglilh. I'hey were joined foon after by 
fcveral other tribes of Indian?;, and the number 
of our friendly Indians have been everyday lince 
that time dimininiing, partly by our iiegle<fting 
them, and partly by the encoyrugement they meet 
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uith from the French. At laft thefe unfufferable 
depredations and uncommon barbarities committed 
on the frontiers, roufed the Philadelphians to 
meet and cunlider what proper methods might be 
taken to ftem the torrent, before it fliould over- 
fpread the whole province, as they had no realon 
to expert any afTiltancc from the Governor, or Af- 
fembly, who had been ihamefully in difpute for 
three years before, about pafTing a bill for granting 
60,000 1. to his Majcfly’s ufc, and had then come 
to no conclufion. The relblt of this meeting and 
Conf'uliaiion of the mercliants in Philadelphia, 
was to raife the fum of 70,0c o 1. among ihem- 
felves, which was accordingly done, and carried 
into execution with the greateft fpirit and ahacrity, 
as being refolutely bent to exert the utmoft of their 
abilities to defeat the hellifli intentions of their 
enemies. And in 1755, being fomeihing lefs than 
fix weeks after this neceflary and laudable fehenve 
for railing money was propofed, a body of 2000 
volunticrs aflcmbled themlelves together under 
arms, and maiched dire( 5 lly to the relief of the 
mhabitants of the back fetilements, building for- 
tificatious in diverfe places on the frontiers, w hich 
put a great Hop to their proceedings. But thcle 
\igorous mcalurcs andTpIi ited refolutions were too. 
long delayed, feveral hundreds of innocent faint-' 
lies in the mean time having loH thqir lives, in a, 

^ manner the mofl deplorably ci uel. 

The preparations made by the French for the exe¬ 
cution of the plan they had formed, were carried 
on w'ith fuch great fccrecy, that none of the Eng- 
lifh inhabitants knew any thing of their defigns till 
the year 17^4, when fome I rcnch deferters from 
Foit du Qtiefne, taken up by our Indians, as they 
were Hroking among the woods, and brought to 
Philadelphia, made the dilcovery, giving a very 
inteJligibie account of their intended attacks upon 

liiQ 
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lV»e Britlfh fcttlcmcnts, with many other particulars 
of great importance, and no leis danger. 

Notwithllanding this imminent danger that 
threatened the province of Penfylvania in particu- • 
lar, yet the indolent Aflcmbly was not roufed 
the lethargy and ina£livity they remained in ; but 
vainly hoped the enemy would coniine ihcir attacks 
to Virginia. The defence of this province, with 
many other things previous thereto, of no imall 
importance, were ncglcfted till the lali moment, 
cfpecially the very necelfary one of courting the 
friendly Indians, and. ejecting a folid and durable 

peace with them. r ur • 

In this manner the Governors and Anembhes in 
the different governments, fpun out their time in 

fruitlefs delays and debates, notwithlianding the 

imminent danger that threatened fiom the defeat 
of Maj.Wafhington near Will’s-Creek on the fron¬ 
tiers of Virginia, and the daily progrefs ol the ene¬ 
my, penetrating into the heart ol the country,^and 
malfacring and deliroying the poor inhabitants . 

* The caufe of the French being fo fuccersful, notwiih- 
ftamlingthe f.nallnef? of their number, is owing to their 
being unanimous under one command, viz. the Governor 
©f Canada, .who is as abfoluie there as his madcr iha 
Tyrant of France: whereas the Englirti colonics (Georgia 
aiid Nova Scotia excepted), are divided into eleven dillinfl 
governments, in each of which no meafure can be takeri 
but by the General AfTcmtly ; and being independent of 
each other, they generally difagree about tl.c Qi^iotas ot 
men and money, which they diould refpeflively contri¬ 
bute; and of this the late fitiiaiion of our affairs in N. 
America is a mclancholly proof; for not will.da no mg the 
to ninon danger, no two governments agreed on any one 
meafure, nor had one gor ernment feparalely a<dcd with 
any degree of vigour except that of Malfaclu rrls* •* bay,till 
the expediiion againd Crown-l’oint in the i755; 
on foot unJer Gcii. Johnlbn. 

•* nTt-iA 
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The A(remb!les waited with more than common 
patience for the arrival of Gen. Braddock from 
England with 2000 regular troops, who arrived in 
Virginia in March 175^, and proceeded with his 
whole army to a place called the Littlc-Meadows, 
about 20 miles beyond Fort-Cumberland at Will’s- 
Creek ; and while on his march forward, 9th July, 
within five miles of Fort du Qucfnc, he was (iid- 
dcnly attacked by a party of French and Indians, 
who, unfecn, fired from the woods, and loon put 
^his troops in confufion ; and after rallying again 
were totally defeated, with the lofs of 300 men kill- 
cd, and between 4 and ^00 wounded ; the meft of 
whom being much difabled, could not be carried 
off the field of battle, but were cruelly (calped by 
the Indians, and left to expire in torment; and after¬ 
wards were eaten by the wild hogs, with which the 
whole country abounds- In this engagement, be- 
lidcs Gen. J^raddock, who died iliree days after of 
his wounds, there was killed on the /pot, the 
brave Col. Sir Peter Halket, univerfally lamented ; 
being a foldier of undoubted courage, and a gentle¬ 
man of a humane difpofition. "I'he number of 
officers killed in this engagement was and 46 
wounded, many of whom were men of more mi¬ 
litary /kill than he who commanded them: and 
tho' cowardice or difaffieCrion cannot be imputed to 
Gen. Braddock', yet his behaviour on the march, 
and his conduft on the day of battle, makes it 
plainly appear, that he was no experienced Gene- 
ral, and that he undcrilood not what he was going 
about: For a number of Delaware Indians, who 
were in our intercO, four or five days before the en¬ 
gagement.. having come and (.fiered their lervice to 
him, he very imprudently refilled their propc iids of 
fcouringthc woods and beating up the ambulcades, 
of the French and their Indians; telling them, he 
had brave Engliffimen enough to lend all the French 

and 
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r. r u_.5 in America, to hell, 'an J 

•lincl Indian Tons or ^ • ^{fiftance. Uponthrs 

that he wanted went over to the 

bad treatment, , Qocl'ne, and informed 

Freneh riopT^v" e within a few 

him, that the p ^neh General roullered 

tttiles of the VSvInced as far as the Great 

■up all his in ambulh till the amval 

Meadows, ' *" 7 nd havina polled their Indians 
of Gen. Braddock, ,V,e moment our 

'in different corners o furprifed cn 

tnen entered the clear fiH , ^hj v 
every fide by cr eTand war-whoops of 

fuceeeded by ‘h<=t'‘-«f“‘"';'e, ,^ock to our troops 
the Indians, which was =t Notwith- 

than the execution temper of the 

•{landing this, ‘“t^h in a moment almoft cut 

CeneraUaftcr feeing . p that he would not 

to pieces and put in ’e -in fmall parties, as 

permit them to ^ ,i:-j aaain in one body, and 

\uc cafe reqf 5'^;h^tialhedagam^^^^ 

•was totally defea cd. H quick appre- 

■known ^"‘l’’f'‘'='^. {.o/ceive when the Indians of- 
henCon, could "o* '=°" , ^ fuch people could 

fered him their “nee, as an abfurdity 

be of any ‘•-•‘«,;°i:;Sever attack regulars: 
•to fupp >fc that hadians 

fo that defpifing the jbe Indians pccu- 

taken to inllriia the me ^alket was {hot dead 

liar way of fighting • encounter. Thofe 

-about an hour a^er ^ Pn,iie in his 

who were near him, fay, 


be tiiflicnlt to tiiicovrer pohure, they turn thetn- 

fi"' ’ .'XhS S >"•“■ ■“> ■“ '* 
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countenance, which they afcribed to thp Inward 
fatlsfaaion of his having ftrongly adyifed againft 
the imprudent ftep to which he fell a vidlim. 

Braddock’s unexpected defeat, feemed to roufc 
the AflTembly of Penlylvania from their lethargy. 
They now concurred with the Governor, who 
iHued a proclamation, declaring the Delaware-In- 
dians, and thofe concerned with them, to be traitors 
and rebels to his Britannic Majeav, and offered the 
following rewards for taking or killing any of thefc 
Indians, viz, i dollars for a male prifbnei, and 
130 dollars for'^the fcalp of a male above 12 years 
of age; 1 30 dollars for a female prifoncr, and 50 
dollars for the fcalp of a female above i 2 years of 
age. Vigorous mcafures were now thought of; 
expeditions were planned i. againft Niagara and 
Frontcnac, 2. Crown-Point, and 3. agaihft the forts 
built by the French on St. john’s-river in the Bay of 
Fundi. The expedition againft Niagara was to 
be under the command of Gen. Shirley ; that a- 
gainft Crown-i’oint, to be commanded by Gen. 
[ohnfon, and the third expedition under Gen. 
Monckton’s command; the firft of which how¬ 
ever was given up, as Governor Shirley’s forces a- 
mounted to no rnore than 2,500 men, principally 
recruits, wholly unacquainted with military lervice 
and difcipline. The troops employed in the expedi¬ 
tion to Crown-Point, fet forward, and arrived at 
Take-George on September 7. 1755, where Gen, 
Johnlbn received intelligence by fome Indian 
fcouts, that the enemy, to the number of 20GO 
men, was marching to attack another of our en¬ 
campments at the gieat canyir.g-place, under the 
command of Col. Blanchard. 1 he Colonel was ac¬ 
quainted,of ibcii ciclign by a letter from Gen. john- 
lon, wlio detaciied 1000 men with 200 Indians, un¬ 
der the command of Col. W illiams, to attack them 
in their march ; but Col. Williams was beaten back 
B in 
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in about an hour and a half, and retired behind a 
brcail-work of trees that had been thrown round 
Gen. Johnfon’s encampment. A little after, the 
French made a grand attack, and their Indians 
and Canadians fquatted on the flanks of the Knglifli, 
who handled them roughly on all fidcs, and galled 
them with fome field pieces for fix hours; when the 
Knglifli and their Indians jumped over the breafl- 
woi k, purfued the enemy,and made a great (laughter, 
and took a great many prifoners, among whom 
was Baron Diefleau th.e French General. In this 
battle, old Hendrick, the great Mohawk Sachem, 
was (lain fighting like a lion, whofe fon being told 
of his father’s death, giving the Indian groan udial 
upon fuch occafions, and (uddenly putting his hand 
on his left breafl, fwore his father was ftill alive in 
that place, and flood there in his fon. I'he death 
of old Hendrick, who was adored by the Indians, 
fo much exafperated them againfl the French, that 
it was with difficulty Gen. Johnfbn prevented the 
fury of their refentment taking place on the body 
of the French General Diefkau; whom they would 
have facrificed without ceremony, but for the in- 
tcrpofiiion of the General, who is himfelf an In¬ 
dian Sachem, and held very much in efteem by 
the Indians. For this fignal fervire, he was created 
a Baronet of Great Britain. After this vi^fory over 
the French,Gcn.Johnfon, whofe army was incrcafcd 
to 6000, for want of a fufficicncy of provifions, 
was obliged to give over the expedition to Crown 
Point, after building two Forts on Lake-Gcorge, 
called Fort Edward and Fort William-Henr3^ 

Col. Monckton in purfuance of his plan, on the 
16th June, attacked and took Beaulejour within 
the Illhmus of Chignc<Slo, and next day another 
Fort and magazine fiirrendred. I'his expedition 
was aflifled by Capt. Rous, who with a fmall (qua- 
^ron failed up the river St.John’s, which he reduced, 

and 
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aivJ fent Tome ihonfands of French neutrals to be 
diflributed among the fouthern Bi itifii colonics. 

Great preparations were made early in the year 
I 756, for the campaign on Lakc-Ontario, for the 
attack of Niagara and Fort Frontenac, on thcj 
north-weft-fidc of tire Lake oppofire to Ofwego, 
which had been laid afide the preccedrng-ycar;' 
Part of the army arrived at Ofwego after fcvcral 
fklrmillies with the French and Indians; but the 
greated part was yet to come, owing to the dila¬ 
tory proceedings of Gen. Shirley, who had the di- 
reftion of this expedition, and who impatiently 
waited for the arrival of, and daily expeOed Lord 
Loudon from Fmgland, who was made Commander 
in Chief of the forces in N. America. In the mean 
time the Governor of Canada having got notice of 
the preparations we were making to attack Niagara 
and Frontenac, gathered together a great army, as 
if for the defence of thefe forts. Five thoufand men, 
1300 whereof were regulars, under the command ot 
the Marq. de Montcalm, fet out fo fecretly on an 
expedition againrt Ofwego-, that on the 6th Augull 
they arrived witliin three leagues of that fort: bctoi c 
they were difeovered, Col. Mercer who commaixied 
at the fort, having . intelligence of their march, fent 
notice to Capt-Bradley,, who commaixied fomc of 
our fhips on the Lake Ontario, to endeavour to 
flop theprogrefs of the French on the Lake ; but 
thefe fliips unfortunately were drove a rttoi e near 
Ofwego in a. hard gale of wind, -by which means 
]\I. Montcalm, .who got notice thereof by the In¬ 
dians, bad an opportunity of tranfpprting his heavy 
cannon vwithin a mile and a half of the fort, which 
he could not otherwife have done. On the i ith, 
the fort was invefted, and after a fiege of three 
days, was obliged to furrender upon articles of: 
capitulation, and the whole garrifon, confilling of 
1400 men, were made prilbncrs of war. There 
B i were. 
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were In the fort,when taken, an incrediWe quantity 
of provifiohs and warlike ftorcs, loo pieces of can¬ 
non, 14 mortars, feven flout (hips in the harbour, 
and the military chefl,. which fell into the enemy’s- 
liands. 

A little before the firrender of the fort. Col. 
Mercer the commanding officci was killed, and all 
the lofs we fuflained during the liege, w'as only two 
officers, one ferjeant, one drummer, and four pri¬ 
vate men killed, and two or three wounded; but 
after the capitulation, which promifed the mefl: 
humane treatment, the favage Indians rufhed into 
the hofpital among the fick, and, mofi horrible to 
relate ! fcalped and deftroyed near 300 of them in 
the moft cruel and infernal manner. This would ap¬ 
pear to have been owing to the ncgleft of the French, 
in not placing proper guards at the hofpital doors. 
But I am well informed, notwithftanding the articles 
of capitulation, that the French General had pre- 
vioufly promifed the Indians for their fervice the 
plunder of the place, befidcs the ufual reward for 
every fcalp, which w'ns afterwards paid them. 
Many reflexions were thrown out both in America 
and Old England, againfl the officcis who had thus 
furrendered the fort when it was fo well provided 
with all forts of neceflaries; but, I fay, very unjuftly; 
for where the forrifications were weak, what could 
fuch a fmall army do againlt four times thtir num¬ 
ber? And why the fortifications were not fufficient, 
is not to be imputed to the officers who were in it 
at its furrender ; becaufe our iu my was fcarcely 
arrived there, when the French laid fiege to it. 

When Lord Loudon arrived, which was not 
till the end of July, and took the command from 
Gen. Shirley, be found cur forces in too bad a 
condition to proceed on any enterprize, the fcafon 
being too far advanced; therefore he only dirc^lcd 
his thoughts to the afliftance of Ofwcgo, which 



{ J9 

lie heard was invefted by the French : for this pur- 
pofe, he fent Col. Braclib cct with the batteaux and 
provifions, asalfo the reft of the troops which had 
been deftined for the expedition againft Frontenac 
and Niagara, to proceed to the relief of Ofwcgo ; 
but when Col. Bradftreet arrived at the great carry- 
ing.place, he received the news that Ofwego had 
fun endered. Now, had Col. Bradftreet fet out only 
a month fooner, which he might have done, had 
he not been detained at Schene6tady,\vaiting for the 
44th regiment to march with him, 1 am confident¬ 
ly of opinion, Ofwego would not have been taken ; 
becaufe, by means*of the batteaux he had along with 
him, he might have hindered the approach of the 
French, and prevented their bringing any cannon 
to bear on the fort; and at the fame time, w’o 
might have got time to have put the fort in a bet¬ 
ter poftnre of defence. 

In this place I cannot omit mentioning, that 
notwithftanding what has been faid of the behavi¬ 
our of the officers of the 50th and 51ft regiments 
of Great Britain, 1 muft, with the greateft truth, 
fay, that they behaved like brave men, and in a 
particular manner, Capt. James Campbell, and 
Enfigns Hickes and Evern, who with the greateft 
Ipirit and alacrity, affifted the private men at the 
great guns*. 

About the fame time that Ofwego was taken. Fort 
Granville on the back of Penfylvania,was alfo taken 
by a party of trench and Indians from the Ohio.^ 
Thus ended this campaign without one memorable 
a6i:ion by the Biitifti, except the deftrudlion of a 
fmall town of the hoftile Indians on the Ohio, cal- 

♦ Capt. Campbell is at prefent in Scotland, and refidcs 
near Giafgow. Meffrs. Hickes and Evern, are gentie- 
meu of New-Eugland born, the'former 'of whom is pre- 
fcntly at Dalkeith, four inilei Ibuih of Edinburgh. 

? 3 
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IcJ Klttanniug, miles above Fort dii Qijcfne ; 
>vherc they killed about 40 of thefe people, with. 
Capt. Jacobs their chief*. 

After the taking of Ofwego, the French had a 
free communication from Canada to the MillilTipi 
’without interuption, and became thereby maftcr» 

•f the Lake Ontario, as they were before of all 
tile other Lakes. And the only communication we 
had from the Mohawk’s river to the Lake Oneida, 
was Aopt up, by ftlliug the carrying-place at Wood’s 
Creek with logs and trees for many miles : the 
confequence of which was, our being obliged to 
tkAroy our forts at the great carrying-place then ^ 
our moA advanced poA in the country of the Six 
Kations, where there were at that time above 3000 
men, including 1200 batteaux-mcn, who retreated 
under the command of Gen. Webb to Am net’s 
held. The confequence of this w^as very ter¬ 
rible to our Anc»ctic3.n aAairs; for the Indians of the 
^>ix Nations undoubtedly looked upon it as aban¬ 
doning, them and their country to the French : for 
they plainly faw, that w'c had no Arong hold near 
them, and that by the place at Wood’s Creek being 
Aopt up> we could not aA'ord them any affiAance 
at Onondaga, Cayuga, and in the country of the 
Senckas; which were their chief caAlcs. 7 hat 
the foits begun by us in thefe countries, were left 
v.nfiaiAied, and therefore could be of no ufe to 
them; and which,, had wc kept the carrying- 
place, we might have AniAied, and Aill given 
them hopes of our being able to defend them ; 
but defpaiciiig of our being further fcrviccable to 
them, thofc Iroquois who were before our friends, 
and fome of the others, deferred us, and joined the 
French ; the confequence of which was foon alter 

* Peter Williamron is in poTeAion of Capt. Jacobs’s night¬ 
cap, wl)i<;Ii he got in a preleot from Benjamin trankUu 
£lqr of Fluladtlphia* 
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felt by the lofs of Fort William-Henry on Lak©f 
Cleorge. 'J'he IVench built fevcral more forts, 
particularly one at the head of Lakc-Gcorge, called 
'i'icondcroga. 

T hus the fine ciiuntry on the Mobawk’s-river, 
down to Albany, was left op^n to Uie ravages of 
the enemy, and an eafy pafTage opened to the 
French and their Indiaas into the provinces of 
Penlylvania. and New-Jerfey, by the way of Suf- 
quehanna and-E>claware-rivcrs ; which were before 
covered by our fettlemcnts on the Mohawk-river 
and the Six Nations. We left the French without 
the Icaft fear of our being able to hinder their pal- 
fage, through. Lake-Ontario and Lakc-Erie, to the 
frontiers of Pcnfylvania, Maryland, Virginia and 
the fouthern country; and the moft inhuman bar¬ 
barities were exercifed on the inhabitants of thelc 
frontiers,by the French and their Indians, A change 
of the minillry in England foon brought on new 
mcafures. The affairs of Amejica were by this 
time become very.ferious: large fupplics of troops 
were fent Lord Loudon from Old England, who 
with what troops he already had, and tliofe that 
fhould afterwards arrive, was ordered to proceed 
for Halifax from New'-Jerfey by fea, and there wait 
the arrival of Admiral Holbournc, who was at fca 
with a powerful fleet, to attempt the reduflion of 
Louifburg ; but by the time the Admired arrived, 
tlie feafon for fuch an expedition w-as too far ad¬ 
vanced, and befides the garrifon w'as llrcngthcned 
by a powerful fleet that arrived there froit^ f I'ance 
for its defence. Lord Loudon was foon after 
forced to return to New-York; and not long after, 
diverted of the command. 

During thefe tranfa<flions, M. Montcalm, the 
French General, feized the opportunity of Lord 
Loudon’a abfenee at Halifax, to attack the forts 
which had been lately created on Lakc-Gcuige. 

Oa 
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On tbe 2d Angufl, this a6live officer, at the head 
cyf 10,000 men, regulars, Canadians and Indians, 
inverted Fort William-Henry, which was gaivifon- 
cd with 2,500 men, commanded by Lieut.-Col. 
George Monro of Otway^s foot. The Lieutenant 
Colonel made a brave defence till the 9th, when, 
having no profpeft of relief from Gen. Noble, 
who then lay at Fort-Edward, he was obliged to fur- 
render, on condition of being allowed to march 
out with the honours w'ar, and engaging not to 
ferve againft the French for 18 months. The 
French fcandaloufly broke the capitulation, allow- 
ing their Indians to plunder the baggage belonging 
to the garrifon, and fcalp and murder many ol the 
mCB in cold blood. 

Thus this campaign of i 757, likewife ended ma- 
nifeftly to the difgrace of the Britirti nation; but the 
next becran to wear a more favourable countenance, 
owing to the vigorous meafures of our wife mini- 
fter at home. Expeditions were now planned, and 
properly fupported ; the confequence of which 
has been,/ry/ the taking of Louilburg in i 7 58, by 
Adm. Bolcawcn and Gen. Amhcril; fecond, the 
taking of Fort Frontenac, the fame year, by Col. 
Bradrtrect, and recovering all the (hips we lort at 
Ofwego, bcfides a prodigious quantity of proyifions 
and military (lores; and third, the abandoning of 
Fort du Qiiefne on the approach of Brig. Gen.Foi bes 
Nov. 24. the faid year; fourth, the abandoning of'I i- 
condcroga, and ffth, Crown-Point, on the approach 
of Gen. Amheril; fixth, the taking of Fort Niagara 
by Gen. Johnfon, afrer defeating the French army 
near that place ; and lartly, the glorious reduftion of 
Qiiebec, by the troops under the command of the 
brave Gen. Wolfe, fupported by a fleet of his Ma- 
jerty’s (hips, commanded by Admirals Saunders, 
Holmci and Durcll, ail in the year i 759 * 

The 
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The above account of the war I have wrote, 
principally to /hew what part the Indians bore in 
it, and that their fricndlhip is not to be ncgledled, 
nor their power to be de/pifed; for Ifwewillcon- 
fider narrowly, we will find that they have been 
the principal caufe of all the advantages the French 
have gained over us in N. America. 

Thus we have at la /1 made ourfelves mailers of 
Qiiebec, and all Canada mud fall of courfe. 1 here 
take the opportunity of giving it as my opinion, 
that we mud either keep Canada, or be for ever 
harra/Ted by the incroachments of the French, 
If we redore it we dial! be as bad as ever, unle/s 
we keep up a force in time of peace, fudicient to 
check the depredations of the Indians as well as 
the French. For if the treaty of Utrecht could 
trot keep them from incroachments, what reafon 
can we have to fuppofe any future treaty will be 
better ob/’erved ? After having Teen the French car- 
rying on a regular plan ofu/urpation in N. Ameri¬ 
ca for thcTe 50 years pad, /hall we be fo weak as 
to believe they will now lay it addc ? Canada, /ofar 
only as belongs to them in property, is Icarctly 
worth their regard ; for it is a cold inho/pitable cli¬ 
mate, and the trade /'carce can defray the expcnce 
of the colony. If they alk'it back, it is only with 
a view of continuing their old plan, fince, from 
their incroachments, it is evident they gra/ped at 
the po/feiTion of all N. America. I'he tobacco of 
Virginia and Mai'yland, for which they pay a ve- 
ry large /bm in Europe yearly, is a great temptati¬ 
on. The rcduflion of 500 leagues of /ea-coad 
full of people, would be an inedirnable treafure to 
them, on account of the prodigious quantity of 
European manufaclurcs con/bmed by luch a mul¬ 
titude, and the number of hands employed at home 
i i the/c manufadiures, A deal of money would be 
liivcd them by getting all their naval /lores /rom 

iheii. 
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their own colonics, which from Canada alone is 
not To ealy, on account of the dangerous navigati¬ 
on of the river St. Lawrence, and its being frozen 
in the winter-time. Thefe are reafons which, 1 
hope, will influence the legillatiire of Great Britain 
to inlifl upon the keeping of Canada, which will 
be of greater advantage to Great Britain than it has 
ever been to France ; for beh?g ppffefled already 
of all the fea coafts, as alfo of Hudfon^s Bay, we 
fhall have all the fur-trade in our polfcflL^n, which*,. 
on the exclufion of the French from NoiiIt Ame¬ 
rica, will be more confidcrable than it is ; becaule 
the Indians will have greater liberty of hunting-, 
and on a greater traft of land; the beavers, <Li\ 
will have more room to incicafe, and then all the 
Kuropcau. nations will be. obliged, to, buy their 
fine hats from us. 

if we fhould people Canada, and give planta- 
tion^ as we did lull war and help the firft 

Ictileiii 

* At the rcd‘d<flk)n of our forces upon the coBcIufioa 
of the Uft peace. Lord Halifax formed a projc<ff, to aug- 
iiieut our colony at Nova Scotia, by giving l-rafls of 
land to fuch officers and loldicrs as were willing to go o- 
ver and fettle there, T;.is .Icheme the govemnicnt a- 
dopted, and began to execute it in I 749 » Lords 

CO nmifligners of trade and plantation? ilfoed a proclama¬ 
tion, by which 50 acres of land were offered to every 
lolili.r and lallor who would fettle in that pait of Ame¬ 
rica, without paying any I'ent or Icrvice during ten years, 
and no more than one per Mimm for the 50 acres 

afterwards. To every Iblclier or Tailor, who had a 
wife and children, ten acres more were offered for c\ery 
individual in his family, and for any incTcale that fliould 
afterwards liappen, tie fame conditions. To each 
fuhaUern officer, 80 acres, and 15 more lor each of his fa¬ 
mily. 200 acres to each enfign ; 500 lo each liciiien- 
aut ; 400 to each captain; 600 to each officer in rank 
^^hove *c.tptain, and 3:0 aties more for every perfon in 
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‘o take root, the advart. 
age to Biitain will ftill be greater; for as her 
ohjefts multiply ,n her colonies, her llrengih is 

the advantage to Biiiam by 

the additional confurnpt of her manufaftm es ^ 

It IS the conftant praflice of trading nations to 
Al ive to rival one another in trade, by tndcrfellina 
one another at market, and wheie^ihere is the 
peater faie, the goods,can be aftbrded the cheaper- 

of lale. The Arippmg France of Canada is a great 
hurt to her trade, in fo far as relates to thereon' 
mnpt of her maniifaaures, uhich were former¬ 
ly conlumed in that colony; and its being a cold 
climate makes it the more valuable in thl point, 


his houlhold. The goveroment alfoengaged to tranlirort 
ami maintain the new fetthrs one year at its „w7e,. 

utenf,Is, implements, and tools, as (hould be netellarv 
to pit them in a condition to clear and cultivate tfeir 
hi mis, to build them habitations, and commence a lillierv 

h m I ’ ° catpi-mers and other 

htindicraft men; anj furneons were ofFt-reii fl#. r 
conditions as an Enfien. ^ 

This proclamation was publilhcdin March, and in the 
beginning of May following, ayco nerfbns enib,rt A 

C tbuflo. and built a city which they called Halifax in 
hoyr ot the projeftor. I,, the month of Oaobertbe 

me year, 350 hoiJics were built, and before the end of 
the winter many more. ore ii.c tnu ot 

The p.irliamcnt has aPowed very conflJer^hh. fnrvac r 
the increalb and eftaHin.mcnt of tircln rt faml 
year .11 which the fir,t le.tlers were en;rJd7!:ev 
granttd 40,000 /. Sterling, tor the charge of that eni- 

fideraVrr‘''’‘^l'’‘ and firce fl en, very con- 

1 eral>lc fums have hfcn rranted e\eiv vear ami ii, 

year to the c.xuni of near ico.ooo/, Ltriing. 

aod 
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ana the dccreafe of her thofe places, is 

another advantage ^ ^ ^ given back, I 

If any part of Canada is to 

would wi(h French; if we do, I am 

F““^hr.rcX."i<'y f 

fon, the h'^oon na to their Indians, and 

erthft S his Moll Chrittian Majefty, that 

magnified that ot m . j- ,c the French King 
tlM: Indians are made ^ bUietc 

is the greateft P""^ ° • Even our own In- 

George is a poor P^“y P r ntethinp more of the 
dians, who P«'h®P* unaccountaWe tame bcha- 
matter,_ yet f'".®"' ° ■ .ug depredations of the 

viour, in fuffenng o 8^.^ opinion of our 

French and Indians, under the 

courage, that, ^i of women. Our late 

pufillatiifflous charaaeriltic or 

glorious fucceffes have n y ^ revolted 

Ling backtoourmtereft thofe^ 
from us, the caule o ^ former neglcft 

Ainacy, the remm h contrivances 

of them, but to the P that oitr 

b e Wered bLk again at the next 
conquefts ^ v to keep up 

peace, as it" L their intLelt. 

their credit with believe, that 

have falfely and pohti y George 

his MoA Chriftian Majefty force^^^^ 
to deliver them all hac^ . j,j^t 1 here lay 

S'^'n f ^aU inS^Utfext^alf a le.ler from 

Cayenquihquca f" ngj-^r^y ; they were 

hlohawk ““ofwcuakhie, in Canada, on 

about iSdays £igo a ^ b ^ 

avilit to rcU^or,s, ^o ha^e 

years fettled wath the Hench. l^g^vourcd 
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endeavoured to perfuade this relations, and tire 
other Mohawks at Ofwegatchie, to leave the French 
in good time, and return to their own country, 
telling them, that the Englifh, formerly women, 
were now all turned into men, and were as thick 
>all over the country as the trees in the woods ; 
that they had taken the Ohio, Niagara, Cadaraqui, 
7 'iconderoga, Louilburg, and now lately Quebec; 
and that they would foon eat up the remainder of 
the French in Canada, and all the Indians that ad¬ 
hered to them.” But the French Indians anfwcr- 
'cd, Brethren, you are deceived ; the Englifh 
cannot cat up the French ; their mouth is too 
little, their jaws too weak, and their teeth not 
lharp enough. Our Father Onontio (that is the 
Governor of •Canada) has told us, and we believe 
him, that the Englifh, like a thief, ha\ e flolcii 
Louilburg and Quebec from the great King, while 
his back was rurned, and he was looking another 
way : But now he has turned his face and fees 
what the Englifli have done, he is going into their 
•country with a thouland great canoes, and all his 
•warriors; and he will take the little Euglifli King 
•and pinch him till he makes him cry out, and give 
back what he has Jklen, as he did about ten fumrurs 
and this your eyes will loon fee.” The 
•fame notion and prejudices we find are induftri- 
oufly fpread among the fix nations. God grant 
nothing to confirm them ; for the Indians have no 
idea of exchanging conquefis, or of delivering up 
what is once taken, but from motives of fear or 
weaknefs ; and they know little of what paffes in 
•other parts of the world. 

If we deliver up our conquclls in North Ameri¬ 
ca, 1 am afraid, tiic coufequcnccs will be dreadful; 

B I 

* Alhi^ling to the laft pcicc, when Louifijurg 
rcflo:td. 
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I tremble at reading the above letter, the authen¬ 
ticity of which I have reafon to know : What 
may not our Indians believe afterwards of what 
the French may pretend to prophecy, when they 
fee things come to pals as crroneoujly prediiSlcd 
:by the above letter ? they will think we were for- 
.ced to deliver up our conquefls * ; they will fly 
to that nation whom they think the bravefl, as to 
a place of fafety. The French being thus flrength- 
cned, by the alliauce of the whole Indians of A- 
n'iCrica, thus feduced by their falfe prophecies, will 
foon be in a condition to execute that plan which 9 
has cofl them fo muph time and money in form¬ 
ing. They have never yet had any regard to 
treaties: They will be always increafing their 
force in Canada ; and when they fhall be prepared ' 
to attack us, be afTured they will do it efleiflually ; 
for their former mifearriages will teach them, by 
experience, not to begin a thing of this nature a^ 
gain till they have well ccnfidcrcd the end. 

I {hall conclude with the beft defeription of the 
Indians, their way of living, 6c. in my power: 
having been myfelf a planter on the back-fettlc- ^ 
raents of Pcnfylvania for many years; and, in the 
year 1754, had my plantation ravaged and de- 
hroyed by the Indians, myfelf ^aken prifoner, and 
every moment in danger of my life for three 
months, that I was forced to live with them in 
.one of their villages, gnd from whom I made a 

moft 

A Sacliem of one of the tribes of the fix natloM 
publicly veproiched the Englilh, at a conference betwixt 
the coinmjfljoners from the iiritifh government and the 
fix nations, at Albany. AddrefTiUg theinleivci to the 
commiflioner. You talk, laid he, of your ftrength; 
where do wc fee it ? The French build forts, and keep 
them wl en they have done ; the Englifli do not hinder 
•them ; the French hchavc like men, the Englik like wo- 
men. 
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iftoff wonderful cfcape, as may be fecn In a book’ 
publifhed by me, intitled, French and Indian Cru~ 
elty. 

It js difficult to gilcfe what rriay be the num-^' 
ber of the Indians fcattcred up and down our back- 
fcttlements ; but, if their own account be true, they 
amount to many thoufands. Be this, however, as 
it will, they are not to be feared merely on ac¬ 
count of ther numbers; other circumftances coir- 
fpire to make them formidable : The Engliffi in¬ 
habitants, though numerous, are extended over a ‘ 
vaft traO: of land, 500 leagues in length on the ’ 
fea-fhore, and, for the moft part, have fixed habi-‘ 
tations, the eafieft and ffiortefi pafiages to which/ • 
the Indians, by confiantly huntingy^in the- woods, 
are perfcftly well acquainted with ; and as their 
way of making war is by fudden attack's upon ex* 
pofed places, as foon as they have done the mif- 
chief at one place, they retire,-and either go home 
by fome different route, or go.ta fotne diftant place 
to renew thicr attacks. • If they are purfued, it is 
a chance if they do not cnfnarc their purfuers ; or, 
if that be not the cafe, as foon as they have gained 
the rivers, fo dexterous are they in ihe ufe of their 
? canoes, that they prof'cntly get out of reach. It is 
to no purpofe to follow them to their-fettlements ; 
for they can, without much difadvantage, quit 
their old habitations, and betake themfclvcs t(> 

, new ones^; Add to this, that they ean be fudden- 
ly drawn together from any diftance, as they can 
find i their fubfiftencc in travelling from their 
guns, . 

No-people on earth have a higher fenfe of liber¬ 
ty, or ftronger afieffion for their relations ; when 
offended, they are the moft implacable vindidVive 
enemies on earth ; for no difiance of place, or 
fpace of time, will abate their refentment ; but 
they will watch every pppQrtuuity of revenge, and 

when ' 
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V'hfn fuch an opportunity offers, they revenge 
tlicmlelvcs effectually. 

'T hey will fooncr facrificc their owu lives for the 
fake of liberty, than humble themfclves to the ar- j 
bitrary controul, of any power whatfoever. In' I 
battle they never fubmit, and will die ratlier than be 
taken prifoners. ^ 

Our late tranfaCtions in America teffify, that the 
fiiendfhip of the Indians is to be defired, and the 
only way to maintain a friendly correfpondence 
with them, is by making fuch propofitions to them 
as will fecure their liberties, and be agreeable to ■ 
their expectations ; and not only by keeping thefc' 
propofitions inviolable as well in time of peace as 
in time of war, but alfo renewing our treaties with 
them from time to time ; for they are very jealous 
and tenacious of an affront or negleCt. They are 
very proud, and love to be efteemed. In time of 
peace, they live upon what they get of the white 
people, for which they barter fkins, furs, &c. 
Their cloathing, and every thing elfe they want, 
fuch as arms, they get in the fame manner. In \ 

war-time, they live upon what they can procure ' 

by their gun, and if that fails, upon roots, fruits, | 

herbs, and other vegetables of the natural produce ; 

of the earth. 

They have never the foi efight to provide nccef- 
faries for themfelves; they look only to the prefent 
moment, and leave to-morrow to provide for itfclf. 
They eat of every wild beaff which they kill, with¬ 
out diftinCfion. They always prefer game to ve¬ 
getables; but when they cannot get vcnifon,they live 
on roots, fruits and herbs. 1 hey dc(I» oy a great deal ; 
of meat at a time when they have it in their power, ^ 
and when they leave any, be it never Inch a great ^ 
quantity, it is ten to one if any of them will take j 
.the trouble to carry a pound of it, but will rather [ 
leave it behind them ; yet notwitbflanding this ex¬ 
travagance, 
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tritvagance, fuch is their tempers, and they arc fa' 
inured to hardships, that if they cannot convenient¬ 
ly get at food, they can, and usually do faft fomc- 
times for near a week together, and yet arc as ac¬ 
tive as if they lived regularly. All their fpare tim6 
is^taken up in contriving ' fehemes to fucceed in 
I their intended expeditions.' They can never be 
taken in a purfuit by any European. 1 hey will 
I travel 70 miles a day, and continue for months to- 
gethei, as I have rcafon to know from experience, 

\ and they are fure to bring thoir purfuers into a 
fnare, if they arc not wary, and have fome Indians 
j on their fide to beat the bulhes. When they are over- 
! taken with fleep, they light a great fire round them, 
and fleep with their feet to the fire, which prevents 
the wild hearts from falling upon them; for wild 
hearts have a natural averfion to fire ; nor is it cafy 
for an enemy to diibovcr them in this condition ; 
for the country is one continued traft of thick 
wood, overgrown with brufh-wood, To that you 
cannot fee the fire till you be within a few yards of 
' it. They have nothing covering them from the 

: inclemency of the feverert weather but a blanket 

' put upon them, fomething in the fhape.of a High¬ 

lander’s plaid.’ - 

I And further, to prevent their being long obferved 

I by their purfuers, or to be feen too foon when they 

! have a mind to attack any plantation, they paint 

! themfelves of the fame colour with the trees among 

which they hide themfelves. • 
i When they are to attack a plantation, they ne¬ 

ver come out till night, and then they rurti inftant- 
ly upon the farms, &c. and dertroy every thing, 
as well men, women and children, as hearts ; then 
they fall to plunder> and return to their lurking- 
holes till another opportunity of plunder happens, 
when they renew their attacks in the fame manner; 
fo that if lome method is not takea to draw* them 
C 3 into 

i 
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into our intereft, our colonies will bt In a contT-* 
Bual alarm, and the country will foon become dc- 
folate ; for no body will venture their lives to fet¬ 
tle oo the back parts, unlcfs the Indians are our 
friends. 

The Indian manner of fighting is quite different 
from that of other nations. 7 'hey indufti ioufly a- 
void all open engagements; andbelides ambufeades, 
which 1 have already mentioned, page 14. their 
principal way is bufli-fighting, in the exercife of 
which they are very dexterous ; for as I have al¬ 
ready (aid, the back-country being one continued 
wood, except fome few fpots cleared for the pur- 
pofe of hulbandry by our back-fettlcrs, the In¬ 
dians fquat themfelves down behind the trees, and 
fire their mufkets at the enemy ; if the enemy ad. 
vances, then tlicy retreat behind other trees, and 
fire in the fame rruinner; and as they are good 
markfinen-they never file in vain, whereas their 
puifuers fcldom hit. 

NotwithAanding the politic fchemes of France 
are nearly brought to a period, yet it' the Indians 
are not fatisfied with the coneJufion of a peace be- 
tv/ixt us and the French as to America ; 1 mean un* 
lefs they are fairly dealt with, we lhall gain but 
little by all oiw* conquefts; Forir is lire fricnclfliip 
of the Indians that will make Canada valuable to 
us. We have already more huids titan wc,arc able 
to manage ; but the advantage, nay the nccelTuy of 
keeping Canada, 1 have already fliown ; and there-- 
loi e I fhall go on.with my -account of the Indians. 

When lalt in London, I remember to have heard 
fome cuHce-houfe politicians, chagrined at the de- 
' vacation they made on our back-fctilmcntg, fay, 
that it would be an eafy matter to root out tire la¬ 
vages by clearing the ground. I anfw'cr, that the 
tapK may feem eal'y to .them, but the execution of 
fuch a fchcmc on fuch a traft of land, would be 
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fodifTici*, that I doubt whether there are peopfe 
TOougi m rcat Britain and Ireland, to accomplifti ^ 
It in a hundred years time, .were they to meet with 
no oppohtion ; but where there is fuch a fubtile 

little progrefs m reducing the Indians: even , 
allowing the country to be all cleared, there are 
hills and other faflnelTes to which the Indians can . 
retire, and where they would greatly have the bet- 
ter of ev«y attempt to diflodge them. Of this the 
icbelhous Negroes of Jamaica, are a fuBicient proof: 
lor notwnthftanding all the diligence of the govern¬ 
ment, there IS no extirpating them. The only 
way I would advife is to keep friends with the In, . 
mans, and endeavour to prevail on them to fettle in 
tlie fame manner as the Planters do, which they 
will be the more eafily brought to, if the Frenc.h 
are excluded from Canada. For notwithftandina 
their wandrmg way of life, I have the greateft reafon 
to believe they have no dillike to an eafy life. And 
as they will have no temptations to murder, as they 
Ud when Birred up by the fubjefts of his Moft 
Chnftian M^jelly, they will foon become ufeful 
members of locicty. 

When hrft the Fngifli arrived in. the American 
colonics, they tound the woods iidiabited by a race 
ot people, uncultivated in their manners, but not 
quite devoid of humanity. They were ftrangers to 
literature, ignorant of the liberal arts, and deftitute 
ot almolt eveiy conveniency of life. 

But if they were unpraailbd in the arts of more 
mvihz^ nations,they were alfo free from their vices. 

1 bey leemed perfea in two parts of the aixrient 
I erlian education, narnely.in Ihooting with the bow 
and Ipcaktng truth. In their dealings they common- 
ly exchange one commodity for another. Su angers 
themlelves to fraud, they had an entire confidence in 
others. According to their abilities,they were .gene. 

rouj 
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rons and hofpitable. Happy, thrice happy had they 
been, if, ftill preferving their native innocence anJ- 
fimplicity, they had only been inftruaed in the 

knowledge of God, and the doctrines of Chriuianity. 

Had they been taught fome of the more ufeful parts 
of life, and to lay'afidfc what was wild and favage^ 

in their manners! , - 

They received the EngUlh, upon their nrit arnva 
with open arms, treated them kindly, and fhevved 
an earneft defire, that they (hould (ettle and live 
with them. They freely parted with fome of their 
lands to their new come brethren, and cheartully 
entered into a league of friendihip with them. As 
the Enalilh were in immediaiwwant of the alhltance 
of the Indians,-, they on their part endeavoured to 
make their coming agreeable. Thus they lived for 
fome years, in the mutual exchange- of friendly 
offices. Their houfes were open to each other: they 
treated one another as brothers. But by their differ 
rent way of living, the Engliffi foon acquired pro^ 
oertv, while the Indians continued in their forrner 
indigence; hence the former found they could ea ily 
live without the lauer, and therefore becaine lels 
anxious about preferving their friendffiip. Tffi* g®''® 
a check to that mutual hofpkality that had hitherto 
fubfifted between them ; and this, together with 
the decreafe of game for hunting, arihng from 
theincieale of the Engliffi fettlements, induced 
the Indians to remove further back into the woods. 

From this time the natives began to be treated 
as a people of whom an advantage might be taken. 
As tl e trade with them was free and open, men ot 
loofc and abandoned chara^lers engaged in it, and 
nraaifed every fraud. Before the coining of the 
white people, the Indians never tafted Ipirttous 
liquors, and, like moft barbarous nations, having 
once tafted, became immoderately fond thereof, 
and had no longer any government of 
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■ (elves. The traders availed themfclves of this wcal^--’ 

I nefs-; inftead of carrying our cloaths to cover the 

naked favages, they carried them rum, and there- 
j by debauched their manners, weakened their con- 
I flitutions, introduced diforders unknown to them 
I before, and in fliort corrupted and ruined them. 

^ The Indians finding the ill effcOs of this trade, 

! •- began to complain. Wherefore laws were made,pro- 

I hibiting any from going to trade with them without 

I a licence from the Governor, and k was alfo made 

5 lawful for the Indians to ftave the cafks, and fpill. 

i what rum was brought among them ; but this was 

I t*o little puipofe: the Indians had too little com-. 

I mand of chemfelves to do their duty, and were* 

eafily prevailed upon not to execute this law ; and, 

I the dcfjgn of the former was totally evaded, by men 
of fome charac^fer taking out licences to trade, 
and then employing under them perfons of na 
honour or principle, generally fervants and con-r 
vidts tranfpo) ted hither from Britain and Ireland, 
whom they fent with goods into the Indian coun- 
tiy to trade on their account Thcfe getting beyond 
the reach of the law, executed unhear.dof villaniea 
upon the poor natives, committing crimes which 
modefly forbides to name, and behaving in a man-* 
ner too (hocking to be related. , 

At every treaty which the Indians held with the 
Englilh, they complained of the abules they (uf* 

^ fered from the traders, and trade as then carried 
on. They requefted that the traders might be re- 
I called ; but aii to no purpole. *1 hey begged in the 

j (irongert terms, that no rum might be lufferecl to 

I come among them ; but were only told they were^ 

I at liberty to (pill all the rum brought into their 
f country. At this time, little or no pains was taken 
[ to civilize or inftrudf them in the Chi iflian leligion, 

; till at length the condudf of the traders, profclling 
themfclves of that religion, gave the Indians an al- 

moft ^ 
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mod in^^mcible prejudice againfl it. Befides, as tbefc 
traders travelled among diftant nations of the Indi*' 
ans, and were in Tome fort the reprefentatives of ■ 
the Englilh, from them the Indians formed a very - 
unfavourable opinion of our whole nation, and 
cafily believed every mifreprefentation made of us- 
by our enemies. There are inftanccs in hiftory, . 
where the virtue and dHinterefted behaviour of one' 
man, have prejudiced whole nations of barbarians 
in favour of the people to whom he belonged ; 
and is it then to be wondered at, if the Indians 
conceived a rooted prejudice againll us, when not • 
one, but a. whole fet of men, namely all of our 
nation that they-had an opportunity of feeing or 
convcifmg with, were perfons of a loofe-or aban-- 
doned- behaviour, infinccre and faithlefs, without* 
ijcligipn, . virtue or morality.. No one will think I ■ 
exaggerate thefe matters, who has either] knowir 
the traders thcmielves, or who has read the public^ 
treaties.. . 

If to this. be. added, what I find iii the late 
treaties, that they have been wronged in fome of 
their lands, what room will there be any longer to 
wonder that we have fo little intereft with them 
that their conduct towards us is of late fo much 
changed, that inflead of being a fecurity and pro- 
teftion to us> as- they have been hitherto, during 
the feveral wars between us and the French, they 
arc now turned againfi usand become our enemies, 
principally on account of the fraudulent dealings 
and immoral conduft of thofe heretofore employed 
In; our trade with them, who have brought dif- 
honour upon our religion, and difgrace on our na¬ 
tion? It nearly concerns us, if pofitble, to wipe of 
thefe reproaches, and to redeem our chara<SIcr, 
which can only be done by regulating the trade. 
Aad this the Indians, with whom the government 
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6f Philadelphia lately treated, demanded and ex- 
^pcdlcd of us. 

At prefent a favourable opportunity prefents for 
doing it efTcftually. All thofe who were engaged in 
this trade^ are by the prelcnt troubles removed 
from it, and it is to be hoped that the legiflaturc 
will fall upon meafures to prevent any fuch from 
^ver being concerned in it again. This is. the only 
foundation upon which we can expe^f a lading 
peac€ with the natives. It is evident, that a great 
deal depends upon the perfons who are to be 
Tent into the IncUan.country : from thefe alone the 
Indians will form a jndgment of us, our religion 
and manners. If thefe then who are to be our re- 
•prefentatives among the Indians, be men of virtue 
and integrity, lober in,their converfation, honeft 
in their dealings, and whofe praftice correfponds 
with their profelTion, the judgment formed of us 
.will be favourable: if, on the contrary, they be 
loofe and profane perfons, men of wicked lives, 
and profligate morals, we mud expeft that among 
the Indians our religion Will pafs for ajed, and we 
-in general for a people faithlcfs and dcfpicable. 

1 might here add fome obfervations refpecling 
the commodities proper to be carried among the 
Indians, in kind as well as quality, with a me¬ 
thod of carrying on the trade, fo as to preferve 
the native innocence of the indians, and at the 
fame time confnm them immoveable in our intc- 
red; but thefe things, as w'ell as fome remarks I 
have in a courfe of years made upon the Indians, 

I Ihall leave for the fubjcdl of fome future hidory. 


0^ The Irifli man fcalpcd alive at Ofwego, was afterwards cure*! 
by Dr. James Kirkland, chief Surgeon of the regiment, a native of 
Scotland, and refidcnter at Gogar, wiaiin three miles of Edmburglu 
See French and Indian Cruelty, ** 
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A particular dcfcription of the Indi an*-Tom ahawk# 

T H R hatchet or axe, which the Indians call a romahawk, is 
ufed by them in many different employments. This in- 
ftrument in it. prcfeni form, is fuid to have been the “'vention of 
the great William Penn, firrt proprietor of Penfylvama. The tools 
ufed by the Indi ms. when he came among them, were made oMtonci 
tfhich wcreof lirlcufe in cutting wood 

liauk. and a fcalping knife ; and employed European fmuhs to make 

fuch after the Indian pattern : which was ^ccordtugly done. I he 

Tomahawk was m.ide like a plaiftercr’s hammer, with a ^hiftlc m 
the handle, to give an alarm in cafe of danger; by this and 

like inventions the name of Pcim became famous among them. 7 he 

Indian.s he found much aJdifleJ to fmoaking tobacco; but for 

of a better method, they fmoaked through leaves twiftcd up into a 

kind of a pipe. Seeing this he diftributed feveral grofs of hngl.fh 
tobacco-pi^s among tln:ra. which picked them for ; 

butunufedto fuch brittle ware, the pipes would not ftanJ their 
rough ufage, but quickly broke ; which loft Penn lus credit among 
them, as they concluded rheinfclVes defrauded, fincc pipes fo cafily 

^rokc, tliey cftcemcd of no fervice. a 

Father Perm, as they called him, was hereupon obliged to rellore 
the Indian goods he had received in exchange for the pipes ; and was 
glad to make fpeedy reftrtution to prevent bad confcqucnces. 
fhen caufed tlie Tomahawk to be made to hold tobacco in ^ 
xif it, wuh a hole drilled thro’ the handle to fmoak by: 
ilrumcnt of foch beneficial fcrvicc. entirely regained 
fidcncc of the Indians; and was much more prized than the former 

with the whiftle ar the end , ^ u • u . in 

It is now become ufeful in many branches of their bufmefs , m 
lime of war they carry it with them under dieir bulls, 

^iflory inclines to their fide, after firing their pns th^ upon 
their enemies with it. frafluring and cleaving their Ikul s; very fcl 
dom faiUng of killing with the firft blow. They are alfo very dex¬ 
terous in throwing u. and will ftiike an objeft at Sf 

They alfo employ it in cutiiog ihcu* wood, and inbaiking trees, 

at the feafon when they make.thcir canoes. _ 

On the handle of thrir tomahawk they record the occurrences of 
^Vlle^ they fend thiir warriors to fight, they cut as many 
notches on the handle of rtic liatchet to Know their mimbcr by : there 
are likcwifc notches cut according to their lofs iii banlc: their woun¬ 
ded are alfu marked down, with the inimbcr of prifoncrs they ake 
from the enemy; each in a oifferent manner So that a: the ciofl.they 
«rc enabled to form af efiimate r»f the fuccefs of every expcdiiion. 

Thrir tomahawk is alfo the regifier of 
^hc moon, and remarkable events arc thereon di(hiigu:^cd; as w Ul a^ 
pear upon omverfing with any of their wile men. who will account 
fur ili.mfclvts lor 6oco m ons paft. 
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